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intrigues, Bagge would interrupt these connections. The question of the
sea letter was brought before the Government, but the matter was drag-
ged out. While is was being dealt with in different instances, the Govern-
ment sanctioned Bagge's measures by equipping the vessel with Swedish
documents for the return voyage. Bagge had counted upon pressure from
the French embassy in Stockholm, and it seems as though such pressure
actually was exerted. In November 1795 the conflicts with the English
led to Bagge’s dismissal. There are definite indications that he had not
fallen out of favour with the Swedish Government but was made the
scapegoat.

A severe blow was suffered by the Company, when, from and including
1794, the Swedish Government prohibited all imports of coffee, on which
commodity the Company had made its greatest profits. The prohibition
was removed in 1796, however, and at the same time propects became
brighter for West Indian goods in Stockholm. In 1796 began the improve-
ment which, during the latter half of its existence, was to make the Com-
pany an extremely profitable enterprise.
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